
Atom Learning Reading Lists

Year 5
Reading List

Atom Learning

Developing a love of reading for pleasure is one of the most 
important ways you can support your child’s educational  
development. Atom Learning’s educational experts have  
curated incredible reading lists for children of any age. 

Have a look to help your child find their new favourite book!
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Classic Texts Year 5

The Hobbit 
JRR Tolkien

The Wind In The 
Willows 
Kenneth Grahame

Peter Pan 
JM Barrie

A Christmas Carol
Charles Dickens

The Secret Garden
Frances Hodgson Burnett

Around the World in 
Eighty Days
Jules Verne

Skellig
David Almond

The Jungle Book
Rudyard Kipling

The Phantom 
Tollbooth
Norton Juster

Journey To The  
River Sea
Eva Ibbotson

Kensuke’s Kingdom
Michael Morpurgo

A Wrinkle In Time
Madeleine L’Engle
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Classic Texts Year 5

The Story of Tracy 
Beaker 
Jacqueline Wilson

The Borrowers 
Mary Norton
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Modern Texts Year 5

Return To 
Wonderland 
Various

Millions 
Frank Cottrell Boyce

The Storm 
Keeper’s Island
Catherine Doyle

The London Eye 
Mystery
Siobhan Dowd

The Guggenheim 
Mystery
Robin Stevens

No Ballet Shoes 
In Syria
Catherine Bruton

The Dreamsnatcher
Abi Elphinstone

The Highland 
Falcon Thief
MG Leonard

The Magician’s 
Elephant
Kate DiCamillo

Cogheart
Peter Bunzl

Floodland
Marcus Sedgwick

The House With 
Chicken Legs
Sophie Anderson
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Modern Texts Year 5

The Explorer 
Katherine Rundell

The Jamie Drake 
Equation
Christopher Edge

The Apprentice Witch
James Nicol

Asha And The  
Spirit Bird
Jasbinder Bilan

The Strangeworld’s 
Travel Agency
LD Lapinski

Skandar and the 
Unicorn Thief
A. F. Steadman

Jake Atlas And The 
Tomb Of The Emerald 
Snake
Rob Lloyd Jones

Vivi Conway and the 
Sword of Legend
Lizzie Huxley-Jones

The Clockwork Crow
Catherine Fisher

Malala: My Story Of 
Standing Up For Girls
Malala Yousafzai

The Secret Of The 
Night Train
Sylvia Bishop

Zombierella: Fairy 
Tales Gone Bad
Joseph Coelho
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Modern Texts Year 5

My Name is Sunshine 
Simpson 
G.M. Linton

Artezans: The 
Forgotten Magic
L.D. Lapinski

Pirates of Darksea
Catherine Doyle

Nic Blake and the 
Remarkables: The 
Manifestor Prophecy
Angie Thomas

Impossible creatures
Katherine Rundell
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Picture Books Year 5

The Wolves In
The Wall 
Neil Gaiman

Aviary Wonders Inc 
Kate Samworth

Because
Mo Willems

The Island
Armin Greder

The Highwayman
Alfred Noyes

Rescue And Jessica: 
A Life Changing 
Friendship
Jessica Kensky

Curiosity: Story Of A 
Mars Rover
Markus Motum

Hike
Pete Oswald

The Wall
Eve Bunting

A Bike Like Sergio’s
Boelts Maribeth

The Watcher: Jane 
Goodall’s Life With The 
Chimps
Jeanette Winter

Mirror
Jeannie Baker
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Picture Books Year 5

Ocean Speaks: How 
Marie Tharp Revealed The 
Ocean’s Biggest Secret
Jess Keating

Varmints
Helen Ward

Looshkin Oof! Right in 
the Puddings!
Jamie Smart

The Skull: A Tyrolean 
Folktale
Jon Klassen

Grace Hopper: Queen 
Of Computer Code 
Laurie Wallmark

Ada’s Violin: The 
Story of the Recycled 
Orchestra of Paraguay 
Susan Hood and  
Sally Wern Comport

Scavenger: Zoid 
Paul Stewart

El Deafo 
Cece Bell
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Non Fiction Year 5

Goodnight Stories 
For Rebel Girls 

Rise Up: Ordinary Kids 
With Extraordinary 
Stories

Stories For Boys Who 
Dare To Be Different
Ben Brooks

Absolutely Everything
Christopher Lloyd

Shackleton’s Journey
William Grill

How to Survive 
Anywhere
Ben Lerwill

Wild Facts About 
Nature
Andy Seed

Stolen History
Sathnam Sanghera

We Are Artists: Women 
Who Made Their Mark 
On The World
Kari Herbert

Survivors
David Long

Fantastic Female 
Explorers
Lily Dyu

Professor Astro Cat’s 
Space Rockets
Dominic Walliman
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Non Fiction Year 5

Three Lionesses
Ella Toone, Georgia 
Stanway and Nikita Parris 

Plague Busters! Medicine’s 
Battles with History’s 
Deadliest Diseases
Lindsey Fitzharris and 
Adrian Teal

A Really Short Journey 
Through the Body
Bill Bryson, Emma Young

The Fossil Hunter: How 
Mary Anning unearthed the 
truth about the dinosaurs
Kate Winter


